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To put this growth in perspective, 
in just one minute, taking births and 
deaths into account, the population 
of the world expands by 148 people 
with a growth rate of 2.5 per sec-
ond.13 This growth is uneven such 
that the more significant increases 
often occur in those regions or coun-
tries that are least able to provide for 
it. The fastest rates are found in sub-Saharan Africa, with the vast majority of 
that growth coming from the region’s poorest countries.14 Figure 2.2 shows the 
most populous countries in 2012 and 
their projected growth by 2050. In 
2012, the top ten account for 58.4 
percent of total world population; it is 
estimated they will account for 53.5 
percent in 2050.

What are the factors that affect 
these disparities? There are several 
that can be examined. One of the 
most frequently cited is education. 
For example, in the largest, least edu-
cated, and most populous Indian 
state of Uttar Pradesh, the proportion 
of women using birth control is less 
than 30 percent, where the national 
average is 48.5 percent. Moreover, the 
average woman in this region will 
bear up to four children and be chal-
lenged to feed them.15 Despite general declines in the overall birth 
rates for India, from six children per family to three, the population 
still grew by 1.4 percent over the past five years, and it is anticipated 
that India will surpass China in population by 2050.16 Cultural val-
ues also continue to push births in the area, as the desire for a boy is 
great, and rural parents are still influenced by the need for large 
families to support them. Figure 2.3 indicates where the greatest 
growth in population is occurring—primarily in sub-Saharan Africa, 
as seen next—by measuring crude birth rate, which is commonly the 
most dominant factor in determining population growth rates.

China has taken an interesting path in addressing this issue through its 
governmental policy of one child per family. Up until recently, only those 
families living in rural areas were allowed to have more children to support their 
agricultural needs. There was considerable criticism of this policy by human rights 
activists due to the limits it places on individual choice, as well as the unintended 

How Do You Map Your 
Route?

a.	 traditional maps

b.	 Google Maps or other map 
service

c.	 GPS or other mapping app on 
your phone

d.	 Siri

How Do You
Connect?

A view of just a small section of 
the Dadaab refugee camp in 

Kenya, currently home to 343,694 
refugees from Somalia, the 

majority (almost 60 percent) under 
the age of seventeen.
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